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UBKYCTBOTO - TOBA € Hall-Bb3BULLEHATA 384348 Ha YOBEKE, 3aLLOTO TO € CTPEeMEXDT Ha
MUCB/ITE, KOATO TbpCH 4@ 103Hae CBeTa 1 Aa o Harpasu MoHATeH.
JIHeC 4oBeYECTBOTO BIPBA, Y6 MOXE 663 3KYCTBO. T0 HE MCKa 10BEYe [1a PasChXAaBa, A3
Cb36pLaBa, /1a b/eHyBa: T0 MCKA A Ce HACNax/AaBa Pu3nyecku.

OrtocT PopeH

BeposTHO BCEKM XYAOXHWK, KOWTO Ce 0nUTBa Aa Ce A06MMXM 10 NCTMHaTa
W @BTEHTWYHOTO Cb3[aBaHe Ha WU3KYCTBO € Pa304apoBaH OT BPEMETO, B KOETO
XMBEE, OT eXE[HEBNETO M 3N060AHEBHOCTTA My, OT HeroBara 6b6pnUBOCT W
OpebHuM nHTepecy. B MankoTo NpocTpaHCTBO Ha ranepus ,Backa EMaHyunosa"
Ce CpeLlar [Bama aBTopM, KOMTO OLLe OT MbpBM MOMeEn M306Li0 He cH
NpUNMYaT, 0CBEH MOXe b1 B CTpeMeXa f1a 6baaT BEPHM Ha Cebe Cu He3aBUCUMO
OT MOMUTUKWTE Ha [eHs. [locTaBeHn efHO [0 ApYro TeXHUTE MpOKU3BELEeHUs
Cb3[aBaT KOHTPAcTX M pa3puBu. Te Ca KakKTo MCTOPUYECKM, Taka 1 YKUCTO
€MOLMOHaNHK, Pa3puB/ B HAYMHA HA Bb3NpUEMaHe ¥ OCMUCISHE Ha CBETa,
a CbLLO Taka 1 B pa3CbX/eHnsTa 3a 3afauute Ha U3KYCTBOTO, 3a ponsTa Ha
XYLOXHWKa Bbo6LLe. [0 XapMOHWYHUTE, Cb3epLaTenHi CKynnTypu Ha Backa
EMaHywnnoBa 3actaBar ,rpaxnaHuTe Ha Kane' cbC CBOUTE Oro/IeHN CyXOXunng
nnn 6e3nuknTe Tena, CToNSBalLy Ce B IMHWM, KakTo W ,repouTe” - CaMOTHM
MBXKN QUTYPY CbC 3eiHaNM 0TBOPY BMECTO AMLLa.

06LLaTa M cpeaa 0CTaBa eAMHCTBEHO NPOTUBOPEYMETO.

[pOTMBOPEUMETO Ha MaTepuana - BMECTO eCTECTBEHATa MIBTHOCT Ha
TepakoTara, 3KYCTBEHaTa JIeKoTa Ha MnonnypeTaHa.

[lpoTMBOpPEYMETO HA M3pas3a - BMECTO XapMOHWYHaTa MpeacraBa 3a
YOBELLIKO TA/I0, EKCTATUYHITE, EKLIECUBHY CBUBAHUS U Pa3dyBaHWs Ha MbTTa;
TSN0TO KaTo MalLKHa, NPSKO CBbP3aHa C 0BLLECTBOTO M KanuTana.

MpoTuBOpeuneTo Ha Gopmata - BMECTO CTPEMEX KbM W3MblBaHe Wiy
LO0CTUraHe [0 1aeana, nponagaHe Ha ,repoONYHOTO"; OTBapSLLaTa Ce YCTa KaTo
WHCTPYMEHT Ha HEYTONMMOTO XeNaHue 1 rag 3a CTOMHOCT, He 3@ CMUCDHII.

[pOTMBOPEYMETO HA BPEMETO - BMECTO XYLOXHWKBLT KaTto Cb3parten
Ha CBST, XyAOXHUKBT KaTo HEpB, KOWTO MPOM3BEXAA MOLLHM BubpaunM B
MPOCTPAHCTBOTO.

BMecTo nofyepTaHo XXeHCKWS CBAT Ha Backa EMaHywnnoBa, U3MbiHeH C
TWXa EpOTUKa, KATErOPUYHOCTTA HA BAMH MbXKU CBST Ha XenaHue, arpecus v
cvna. BMecTo usrpaxaate - nponagaHe v nucbK.

BeHLumanas 3aHKOB € aBTOp, KOWTO BIMHArW € 3aeMan nosnums ¢ paboture
CM, He3aBuUCUMO OT NpWeToTo 3a ,A06bp BKYC', 3a akTyanHa MOCOKa, 3a
MOMUTUYECKM KOPEKTHO. B HAKOM OT Mpou3BEfeHusiTa My CMEsocTTa Ha
OTXBbP/ISHETO FPaHWYX C apOTaHTHOCT U HArOCT, HO TS HEMPEMEHHO U BUHArK
€ UCKpeHa, 6e3 rpuM 1 6e3 onuT fia Ce xapeca Ha nybnukata. B HacTosLaTa
n3noxba Cca MOKasHW MpPOM3BEAEHWs, CbafadeHn mexay 2008 n 2016 T,
KOWTO Ca MPEACTaBIHW B PA3fIMYHM CaMOCTOSTENHM WU3NOX6W. Bcska egHa
OT TSX MPEACTaBNsiBa KPUTWKA Ha OBLIECTBOTO W CbBPEMEHHATA CUTYyauus
Criefd pasnafa Ha LeHOCTWTe, OTBbA, BCEKM OMWT 33 UAean W npuChLCTBiE Ha
OTBBAHOCT, HanyK Ha YCELLaHEeTo 3a nponafaHe 1 ,NpoBan’, B e4Ho npasHo
NPOCTPAHCTBO Ha OTJIOMKY OT HIKOra XMBENW TUTaHW, Ha Pa3KbCaH CMUCHA U
Or0JIBaHE Ha XMBEEHETO.

lpe3 roguHute ranepus ,Backa EmaHywnoBa' CbyeTaBa MHTEPEC KbM
UCTOPUYECKOTO U3KYCTBO W CbBPEMEHHOCTTa. EgHA OT nporpamute Ha
ranepusiTa Ce 3aH1MaBa CbC CKYNMTypaTa ¥ HEHOTO HACTOSLLO pasBuUTME.
N3noxbata Ha BeHuncnas 3aHKOB HaXBbPAS Task My3eiHa 3aaava 1 noema
pucka [a ,aKTyanusupa' paboTute Ha W3BECTHATA ObArapcka XymoXHUYKa,
[a ™ pasbepe He Kato MCTOPUYECKW, @ KaTo eK3uCTeHuuManeH ¢akr -
CBULETE/CTBO 3@ YOBEKA W XKMBOTA.

Bnaans Muxaitnosa

Art is the most sublime mission of man, since it is the expression of thought seeking to
understand the world and to make it understood.
But today, mankind believes itself able to do without Art. It does not wish to meditate, to
contemplate, to aream; it wishes to enjoy physically.”

Auguste Rodin

Perhaps every artist who tries to come close to the truth and the au-
thentic creation of art is disappointed by the time in which they live, the
daily life and its topicality, its loquacity and petty interests. Two artists meet
in the small space of Vaska Emanouilova gallery, who at first glance do not
look alike at all, except, perhaps, in their strive to be true to themselves re-
gardless of the policies of the day. Placed side by side, their works create
contrasts and rifts. They are both historical and purely emotional, rifts in the
way the world is perceived and rationalised, as well as in the reflections on
art's objectives, on the role of the artist in general. Next to the harmonious,
contemplative sculptures of Vaska Emanouilova stand “the burghers of Cal-
ais" with their bare tendons or the faceless bodies melting in lines, as well as
"the heroes' - lonely male figures with gaping holes instead of faces.

Their common ground remains only the contradiction.

The contradiction of the material - instead of the natural density of the
terracotta, the artificial lightness of polyurethane.

The contradiction of the expression - instead of the harmonious notion
of the human body, the ecstatic, excessive contractions and bloats of the
flesh; the body as a machine directly related to society and capital.

The contradiction of form - instead of striving to achieve or reach the
ideal, the failure of the "heroic"; the gaping mouth as a tool of the insatiable
desire and hunger for value, not for meaning.

The contradiction of time - instead of the artist as a creator of a world,
the artist as a nerve that produces powerful vibrations in space.

Instead of the pronouncedly feminine world of Vaska Emanouilova, filled
with quiet eroticism, the firmness of a male world of desire, aggression, and
strength. Instead of building - falling down and screaming.

Ventsislav Zankov is an artist who has always taken a position with his
works, regardless of what is accepted as “good taste’, a current direction,
and politically correct. In some of his works, the courage of rejection borders
on arrogance and brazenness, but it is unfailingly and always sincere, without
makeup and without an attempt to appeal to the audience. This exhibition
displays works created between 2008 and 2016, which have been presented
in various solo exhibitions. Each of them represents a criticism of society and
the contemporary situation, after the disintegration of the values, beyond
any attempt at ideal and presence of the afterlife, in defiance of the feeling
of falling down and “failure’, in an empty space of debris from titans that
once lived, of torn meaning and stripping of the act of living.

QOver the years, Vaska Emanouilova Gallery has combined interest in the
historical and the contemporary art. One of the gallery's programmes deals
with sculpture and its current development. Ventsislav Zankov's exhibition
goes beyond this museum task and takes the risk of “updating"” the works of
the famous Bulgarian female artist, to understand them not as historical, but
as an existential fact - a testimony of the human and life.

Vladiya Mihaylova



[1Be M3KNIOYMUTENHO KPACVBH
XeHu, 2008, cMeceHa TexHuKa
Bbpxy nnar, 285x210 cm

Ot n3noxbara ,Hosa npuapayHa
XMBOMKC (BCHYKM BEYe cMe
npuapau)’, 201

Konekuus Ha Coduiicka rpaacka
XyLOXECTBEHA ranepus

Two Extremely Beautiful Women,
2008, mixed media on fabric,
285x210 cm

From the exhibition New Ghostly
Paintings /We Are All Now
Shadows/, 201

Sofia City Art Gallery Collection

Ha kopuuara:

44444 Hakpast’, 2011, 6poH3,
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0t u3nox6ara ,MocnegHuat
6ynoap (ckynnTypa, KpbB v
Bineo)’, 2011
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"... finally’, 2011, bronze,
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From the exhibition

The Last Boudoir (Sculpture,
Blood and Video), 201
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BeHuucnas 3aHkoB

BeHuucnas 3aHKOB paboTi B 0611aCTTa Ha XXMBOMUCTA,
CKYNMTypaTa, BUAEOTO, MHCTanaumusTa, mbpdopMaHca, HoBUTE
Meanu. EOnH OT Hal-akTuBHUTE Bbarapcki aBTopK B TOBA

none cnep 1989 r. 3aBbpLusa ckynntypa 8 HXA, Codus (1988).

B nepuopna 1997-2008 1. e xoHopyBaH, a ot 2009 1. - penoBeH
npenofaBaTen B lenapraMeHT , MsqiiHm uskycTsa’ kbM HBY.
XoHOpyBaH npenogasaren no ckynntypa B HXA (2010). Joktop no
W3KYCTBO3HaHME 1 n306pasuTento uskycTso (2013). KoHcynTaHT 8
0byynTeNHa Nporpama no ncuxogpama, CoLMOMETPHUS 1 rpynoBa
Tepanus, GoHpauns Meuxorepanus 2000°. IunnoMmupaH MarucTsp
no GUIMOBO 1 TeNeBU3NOHHO 13KYCTBO, HBY (2016). OT 2017 1. -
[OLEHT B ienaptamMenT ,BusyanHu nskycrea“ Ha HBY.

Cpen nocnegHuTe My CaMOCTOSTESHN 139BM Ca: ,[1ped MeH’,
ranepus ,Paitko Anekcues”, CbX, 2020; ,locneanute rpaxaaqu
Ha Kane", ONE Gallery - Artium /Aptuym/ Ha Cepanka oducu

- 6yn. ,CutHAKOBO" 48, 1 HOB BbArapcku yHUBEPCUTET, C
nopkpenata Ha LleHTpaneH GoHA 3a CTpaTernyecko passutme
KbM Hactosatenctsoro Ha HEY, 2016; 0, Lwactnuem aHW', ranepus
.Paiiko Anekcnes’, CbX, Codns, 2014;  Mocnenruat bynoap”

(ckynnTypa, KpbB, BUAEO)", ranepus ,Paiiko Anexkcues’, CBX, Codus,

2011; ,HoBa npuspayHa XuBomnuc / BCUYKI BEYE cMe npuapaLm’,
ranepus ,Pakypcu’, Codus, 2011; , Post-pomaHT3bM. Reloaded”,
BKW - bepnuh, 2011; , Bb3MOXHO-HEBB3MOXHO", WAEIHM NPOEKTH
3a eCTETM3aLIMs Ha rpafckaTta cpefa C Noakpenara Ha CTonnyHa
nporpama ,Kyntypa“, 2011; u ap.

BeHLmcnaB 3aHKOB CTOM 33/l MHOXECTBO UHULIMATUBY 1
KypaTopCKi NPOEKTH, CPef KOUTO AUCKYCHUOHEH Kny6 ,Ha TacHo" B
Xambapa (2004-2008), BecTHuk ,39 rpama’ (2005-2008), MoHpaLms
3a CbBPEMEHHO W3KYCTBO , BeHLMcnaB 3aHKoB" (0cHOBaHa

2009), XXeneseH opaeH 3a CbBPEMEHHO M3KyCTBO ,BeHuucnas
3aHkos" (yupeneH 2010), ,Beuyko 3a Mbxa” (2004-2008), “White,
male, straight” (2002), [Zet_maG] e-zine 3a U3KycTBO 1 KynTypa
(ocHoBaH 1999), [Elektrik_BG] MeinuHr n1CT 3a U3KYCTBO, KyATYpa
W KoMyHuKaumi (ot 1999) 1 op.

Ventsislav Zankov

Ventsislav Zankov works in the sphere of painting, sculpture,
video, installation, performance, and new media. He has been
one of the most active Bulgarian artists in this field since 1989.
Zankov graduated in Sculpture from the National Academy

of Artin 1988. In the period 1997-2008, Ventsislav Zankov was

a part-time lecturer, and since 2009 he has been a full-time
lecturer in the Department of Fine Arts at the NBU. He was a
part-time lecturer in Sculpture at the NAA (2010). Zankov was
awarded a doctoral degree in Art Studies and Fine Arts in 2013.
He was a consultant in the training programme in psychodrama,
sociometry and group therapy of the Psychotherapy 2000
Foundation. In 2016, Ventsislav Zankov was awarded a Master's
degree in Film and Television Arts at the NBU. Since 2017, he has
worked as an associate professor in the Department of Visual
Arts of the NBU.

His latest solo shows include the following: /n front of Me, Rayko
Alexiev Gallery, UBA, 2020, The Last Burghers of Calais, ONE
Gallery - Artium - Serdika offices, 48 Sitnyakovo Blvd and New
Bulgarian University, with the financial support of the Central
Fund for Strategic Development of the Board of Trustees of the
NBU, 2016; Oh, Happy Days, Rayko Alexiev Gallery, UBA, Sofia, 2014;
The Last Boudoir (Sculpture, Blood, and Video), Rayko Alexiev
Gallery, UBA, Sofia, 2011; New Ghostly Paintings (We Are All Now
Shadows) Rakursi Art Gallery, Sofia, 2011; Post-Romanticism.
Reloaded, BKI - Berlin, 2011; Possible-iImpossible, conceptual
projects for the aesthetisation of the urban environment with

the financial support of the Culture programme of Sofia, 2011, etc.

Ventsislav Zankov has launched series of artistic initiatives and
curator projects, among them: Close-up Discussion Club (2004-
2008); 39 grams Newspaper (2005-2008); Ventsislav Zankov
Contemporary Art Foundation (set up in 2009); Iron Medal for
Contemporary Art "Ventsislav Zankov (established in 2010); A/l
About Him project (2004-2008) supported by Goethe Institut-
Bulgaria; White, Male, Straight project (2002) supported by
ProHelvetia; [Zet_maG]- e-zine for art and culture in Bulgaria
(established 1999), [Elektrik_bg] mailing list for art, culture, and
communication in Bulgaria (from 1999), etc.
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